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Lapland UAS in figures (2025)

Students 6500*
Employees 426

Operating area 98 984 km2

Turnover € 53,1 eur
Volume of RDI activities 
€ 18,1 million 

25 Bachelor degree 
programmes
13 Master degree 
programmes

1091 Bachelor degree 
graduates
291 Master degree  
graduates

* Students present on the day of the statistics collection 20.9.2025



Digital solutions
• Business and 

Administration
• Information Technology
• Data processing
• Fine Arts
• Master School

New industry
• Mechanical Engineering
• Electrical Engineering
• Logistics
• Master School

Smart built environment
• Civil Engineering
• Land Surveying 

Engineering
• Master School

Future bioeconomy
• Forestry
• Rural Industries
• Master School

Multidisciplinary boosts innovation
Arctic Natural Resources and Economy

Future healthcare 
services
• Nursing
• Public Health Nurse
• Master School

Responsibility in business and 
services
• Tourism and Hospitality Management
• Business and Administration
• Sports and Leisure Studies
• Master School

Participation and 
functional capacity
• Social Services
• Elderly Care
• Physiotherapy
• Master School

Northern Well-being and Services



Role of RDI in Lapland UAS

• strengthen the regional development, well-being and 
improvement of the competitiveness of the region and 
overall impact in society.

• respond to the development needs of business or other 
partners

• Involve collaboration with partnerships with industries, 
various stakeholders, UAS students and international 
organizations

• are applied and innovative and seeks results which can 
be implemented in practice.

• Staff competences combines qualification in scientific 
research and development work and wide-ranging 
experience in society and business world.



Lapland UAS RDI activities 2025

Volume 18,1 M€

External funding 10,2 M€

18 % of external funding from 
international 
147 projects with external funding

198 manyears in RDI activities 

466 publications

External funding

ESR
29 %

EAKR*
53 %

Ministries
4 %

Companies
2 % EU Framework 

programme and other 
competitive funding

5 %

ERDF
42 %

ESF
14 %

Other
33 %



RDI-activities in cooperation with 
working life 2025

RDI projects

Beneficiaries

Type of 
  organisation

• Volume 18,1 M€
• External funding 10,2 M€
• 147 ongoing projects 

• 1230 organisations involved in cooperation 
(60 partnerships)
o Target group representatives 50%
o Partners 30% 
o Other 20%

• Public sector 50%
• Companies 40%
• 3rd sector operators 10%



Active in networks
• uArctic

– Arctic Safety and Security (Tourism sub-
group) ja Circular Economy

• Thematic platforms for smart specialization
– Digitalisation and safety for tourism
– Clusport
– Social economy

• EUF European University Foundation 
• EARMA
• Vision 2020 (Crowdhelix)
• Robocoast EDIH
• Inside Industry Association
• MEFI – Metaverse Finland Ecosystem

• VAMOS Autonomous Mobility In Smart 
Spaces

• FAME Finnish Additive Manufacturing 
Ecosystem

• FIIF Finnish Industrial Internet Forum
• FUAVE Finnish UAV Ecosystem
• DDE Digital Defence Ecosystem
• Arctic Development Environments Cluster 

DIH
• SARA Savukoski Arctic Research 

Aerospace
• ERRIN European Regions Research and 

Innovation Network
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Smart specialisation is part of European innovation policy, where regions are
expected to identify their own strengths and areas of expertise to which future
resources and investments should be directed.

Through smart specialisation, the aim is to improve the competitiveness of
business, make use of expertise and top-level research, and transform them into
new commercial products and services.

The key perspectives are internationalisation, partnerships, and networks, as well
as turning these into regional economic growth, business activity, and new jobs.

The strategy seeks both a vision for the future and concrete steps for the long-term
development of the region’s innovation activities.

Smart Specialisation



The goals of the strategy



Key elements for Implementation
Renew the domains in which we excel, and identify and acknowledge the areas where we 
need expertise from elsewhere. Leveraging synergies from national and interregional 
networks



Priorities and their goals

Priorities with the strongest potential for 
sustainable growth:

 Companies’ needs
 Regional expertise
 Need for collaboration
 Sustainability aspects
 Changes in the operating environment
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Fostering Competitiveness through Open 
Collaboration and Validated Implementation Plans

Impact through larger, well-coordinated entities



Three examples of collaboration in R&D-projects

• Regional level:

– TEQU-projects https://www.tequ.fi/en/

• National level:

– Robocoast EDIH https://robocoast.eu/?lang=en

• International level:

– Energy ECS https://energyecs.eu/

https://www.tequ.fi/en/
https://robocoast.eu/?lang=en
https://energyecs.eu/








As a summary…

• Lapland’s strengths in collaboration in regional development:
– Not so many R&D actors  We know each other
– Not so many companies  We know them
– Joint Smart Specialisation Strategy to which everybody is committed  Joint 

thematics and ecosystems around them for R&D
– Large investment potential in those chosen thematics  Fruitful ground for R&D  

• Lapland’s challenges in collaboration in regional development:
– Partly different economical back bones in 6 regions, 21 municipalities and 9 000 

companies  Not always same needs for R&D 
– 95% of the companies employ less that 10 people  Not so many R&D intensive 

growth companies
– Companies do more adhoc and daily development  less long term strategy and 

growth oriented development
– Companies cautiousness to invest and put effort in R&D  Cautious to grow and 

cautious to participate in national and international level R&D-projects (apply for 
funding)
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